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On these pages
The Knowledge Market, in the
Mary Idema Pew Library, offers
students peer consul t ations
on writing , research and
presentations. (Jim Haefner)
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Of the nearly 300 students who

I
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attend Global Heights Academy
in Dearborn Heights, a vast
majority live in a desert.
No, there is no arid

THE EASY
BREAKFAST
FOATHEM IS
TO STOP BY
THELOCAL
7-11 AND PICK
UP A BAG OF
CHIPS... IT'S
CHANGING
THE MINDSET
OFOUAKIDS
TO THINK
TWICE ABOUT
THAT BAG OF
CHIPS...

Mamadou Doumbouya , left, and Jamya Matthews
water the plants in the Learning Garden at Global
Heights Academy.

The idea is to create learning
spaces where kids can get handson with plants in hopes that it
microclimate just west of
will change their preferences
Detroit in Wayne County, but
for healthy food , develop
healthier responses to stress,
there is a food desert, and a
and also improve their academic
substantial one. According to
performance and overall h ea lth and
principal Shawn Robson, most
nutrition, sa id Ken Elkins, regional
of his students in the Grand
director for Big Green in Detroit.
Valley-authorized charter
Th e program started at Global
Heights Academy in late spring ,
school live in poverty and live
and the learning garden there has
more than one mile from a
shown substantial development,
supermarket, meaning they live
with lettuce, peas, beans, kale,
in a food desert, as determined
and radishes all growing well,
SHAWN ROBSON
by the USDA.
thanks in large part to the students
PRINCIPAL
Becaus e of this, Rob son and a team
who participated in planting and
from Big Green, a national nonprofit
maintaining the garden.
Jamya Matthews is a fifth grader at Global Heights
organization, are working to change how these students,
who often strugg le with food and nutrition , understand
and has taken a keen interest in the learning garden.
how food interfaces with their lives and their learning .
"When we first planted the garden , it was a lot of work.
Global Heights Academy is the first of 100 DetroitWe had to bring in the big bags of soi l, and then we had
area schools that will get new learning gardens as part
to break up the clumps because it was co ld, but it's cool
of a $5 million initiative from Big Green. Several Grand
to see how everything is growing," Jamya said.
Valley-authori zed charter schools are leading the way
Mamadou Doumbouya is another fifth grader at the
as pilot sites for the program . A total of eight of Grand
school , and while he has a garden at home, he said that
Valley's charters in the metro Detroit area will end up
having the learning garden at school helps him think
with the gardens.
more about what he is eating. He said he thinks abo ut

GLOBAL HEIGHTS ACADEMY LEARNING GARDENS
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"I TAY TO USE IT ON
NICE DAYS, GET THE KIDS
OUTSIDE TO LEARN. IN
THE FIRST FIVE MINUTES
I WILL LET THEM JUST
EXPLORE AND SEE WHAT
HAS CHANGED. THEN
WE'LL GET DOWN TO
DISCUSSING HOW FOODI
SUPPLIES PLAYED A AO.=LE
IN THE REVOLUTIONARY A
WAR OR A SCIENC'E W
LESSON ABOUr ME
PARTS OF PLANTS."
JOSH HENDRICKSON ,
FIFTH-GRADE TEAC .

•
,
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what is inside of the JJlants and where it comes from rather
than just knowing that it's healthier than fast
from the convenience store.
"I thought the new garden was cool because when most ot
the kids here go home they just play games and eat whatever,
but with the garden here at school they can go home and
think about what they eat," Mamadou said.

nutrition and healthy eating to thei~ families,
maximizing the impact ot the program to a
broader community.
"All of ou~ students taste and eat ttie
vegetables, but they also take ttiem tiome,
that's a huge added benefit," Elkins said.
"When the food goes home with the students
or the riarents, that is a massive imJJrovement
to the health of that family. They're growing
food they can use."
Robson said the school held a harvest
day and students ate what they had grown,
and had opportunities to take food home to
their families. During the summer breal<, ttie
gardens were maintained by a local healthy
living program, Leaders Advancing and
Helping Communities.
The school is serious about trying to get
families on board as well. Josti Hendricl<son,

season to teach a math lesson about graJJhs
information from data.
Hendrickson said he thinks the biggest benefit is having
students understand that growing food is a process, not
something that happens overnight.
"We're blessed in this country to be able to go to the
supermarket and buy basically wnatever we need wtieneve~
we need it," Hendrickson said. "I think this helJJS show them
that there's a lot of work and time involved in the process of
feeding people."
The students are genuinely excited about the garden.
walking to her music class, Jamya, the fifth-grader, bent ••
to inspect a plant before she loudly exclaimed, "I can sm
this lettuce, Mr. Hendrickson!" to her teactier.
Hendrickson said giving the studenLs c1
chance to get their hands dirty and letting
them follow the growth of the plants tias
changed their persriectives. ";[here's a lot of
buy-in to this project," he said. "The kids are
in awe every time they come out here."
Robson said that besides handson learning, he's seen behavioral
improvements as well, and thinks the
KALEAND
garaen is at least partly responsible.
APPLE SALAD
"We've seen a shift in behavio~ and
climate ana culture," Ronson saia . "I
INGREDIENTS

Freshly ground black pepper

DIRECTIONS

PEER SUPPORT
RHOMEWORK
Market is one-stop
shop for help with
writing, research,
presentations
STORY BY MICHELE COFFILL ANO
MATTHEW MAKOWSKI

First-year student Nicholas Moran
was in the library working on a
research paper for his honors college
course and got stuck.
His topic: Carolingian Minuscule. Huh? It's a
calligraphic script developed in Europe and used
during the Roman Empire so the Latin alphabet
could be recognized from region to region.
Moran, who is majoring in multimedia
journali sm and communications , sa id he had
trouble navigating the library's website to find
more so urces. So, he walked over to the Knowledge
Market in the Mary Idema Pew Library for a quick
walk-in appointment with a student consultant.
The Knowledge Market is staffed with trained
students who are ready to help their peers with
papers, research projects and presentations.
Think of the consultants as market vendors in a
traditional market, only they are ready to offer free
consultations in research, writing, data analysis
and speec h.
Moran sa id hi s consultant wasn't immediately
familiar with ancient European fonts but certainly
pointed him in the right direction. "She showed me
the basics of researching on the library's website ,
then got me in contact with other, more in-depth
tool s," sa id Moran , a native of Glenview, Illinois.
"S he also pointed me toward the archives we have
on campus, then asked other Knowledge Market
workers for clarity."
Moran left a sa ti sfied customer, one of many
in the five years the Knowledge Market ha s been
open. When the market opened in 2013, it was , and
remains , unique among academic libraries. Former
University Libraries Dean Lee Van Orsdel laid the
groundwork for the Knowledge Market when the
Pew Library opened that year.

Peer communication
Jennifer Torreano, research consultant manager
for University Libraries, sa id peer-to-peer
consulting offers many benefits, one of which is
of particular importance to students.
"Peer consultations provide an opportunity
to work through idea s and processes alongside
someone who is not grading their work," Torreano
sa id. "Students can ask questions, think through

GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE
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concepts , and try different approaches with a
peer trained to guide them."
The market's consultants are trained by
Knowledge Market partner entities: University
Libraries, Fred Meijer Center for Writing and
Michigan Authors, Speech Lab, and Data Inquiry
Lab. Knowledge Markets are located in the Mary
Idema Pew Library on the Allendale Campus and
the Steelcase Library on the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus. The Writing Center and Speech Lab also
have other campus locations.
Patrick Johnson, director of the Writing Center,
said peer support is very important during the
writing process.
"Writers need readers to make sure they are
communicating their ideas," Johnson said. "The
Writing Center provides a free, open-door service
to any writer at Grand Valley where anyone can
receive focused feedback to assist with revision ."
The Knowledge Market follows student study
patterns and is open into the late evenings with
extended hours during exam weeks. It's a popular
place. More than 6,000 students visited the
markets in 2017-2018 for consultations. At the
Writing Center locations, students sought 11,350
consultations, and at Speech Lab locations,
2,206 consultations.
Dan Ziegenfelder was not shy about asking for
help. Ziegenfelder, from Troy, graduated in April
with a bachelor's degree in advertising and public
relations . He called the market one of his favorite
resources on campus.
" I enjoyed consultations because it was great
to talk things out with someone and it was easy
to bring up questions that I might not ask a
professor," he said. " Having a consultation with a
student my age made it easy for them to relate to
me and help me understand things better."
Consultants are trained in their expert area
(writing, research, presentation, data inquiry) and
cross-trained to know the resources of the other
content areas. Mostly, according to Writing Center
coordinator Melanie Rabine , they 're trained to
be active listeners. Rabine said consultants are
trained to guide a student from one level of work to
the next, not do the work for them.
Usually it's the student seeking the consultation
who knows more about the subject matter.
Kahler Sweeney worked as a research lead
consultant after spending a year as a consultant.
Sweeney, who graduated with a bachelor's degree
in political science, and public and nonprofit
administration, said consultants stress to students
that they offer interdisciplinary services.
"We often tell students that they are the experts,
as students are often better trained in the subject
area than the consultant they are working with ,"
Sweeney said . " It was important for students in
STEM fields to know I was not a tutor but I could
help them find the resources they need."

It's the same for the Data
Inquiry Lab consultants, who
are graduate students. Whitt
Kilburn , associate professor of
political science and OIL
faculty fellow, said consultants
are trained to help students
apply what they have learned
about applied statistics to
their projects. For example,
students in a political science
course sought help analyzing
the World Bank's economic
development indicators, and
biomedical science students
sought consultations during a
lab project involving crayfish.

"It w a s ~ -.;·
students In STEM fields
to lcnow I was not a
tutor but I could help
them find the resources
they need."
KAHLER SWEENEY, FORMER
RESEARCH LEAD CONSULTANT

T'wo-way street
It's not only students who seek consultations
who benefit. In addition to polishing their own
professional development skills, lead consultants
assist with hiring and training new consultants
and many have given presentations at national
conferences.
The Writing Center regularly sends a large group
of consultants to the Michigan Writing Centers
Association conference and other conferences.
Johnson said sending consultants to a conference
reflects the center's mission of professional and
academic growth.
Speech Lab consultants and Carl Brown,
director of the lab, won top honors in April at
the National Association of Communication
Centers annual conference. The lab is one of 16
communications centers in the country with a
nationally certified training program .
Skye Gregory-Hatch won a graduate student
award for her paper exploring best practices for
reducing speech anxiety. Jeannine Lane and
Jane Ulrey won best undergraduate paper for
their research that examined the development
of relationships among staff members at
communication centers. Brown, Johnson and
Torreano, along with three other colleagues , earned
best faculty paper for their research examining the
impact of consultants in the classroom.
"I am thrilled about these accomplishments,"
Brown said . "When I was hired at Grand Valley, Fred
Antczak, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences dean ,
said he wanted the Speech Lab to be a site for
high-impact research. I'm happy to say we are just
that and the nation has taken notice."

PEER SUPPORT FOR HOMEWORK

KM CONSULTATIONS

•

921
RESEARCH
CONSULTATIONS

•

127
DATA INQUIRY LAB
CONSULTATIONS

•

2,206
SPEECH LAB
CALL LOCATIONS)
CONSULTATIONS

•

11,350
WRITING CENTER
CALL LOCATIONS)
CONSULTATIONS

•
PARTNER ENTITIES

Fred Meijer Center
for Writing and
Michigan Authors,
Speech Lab, Data
Inquiry Lab and
University Libraries.
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President Emeritus

'TO BE OR NOT TO BE:
THAT IS THE QUESTION'

Michigan's
oldest, largest
Shakespeare
Festival celebrates
25years
STORY BY MA TTH E W MAKOWSKI

The Grand Valley Shakespeare
F es tival is the oldest and larges t
festival in Michigan celebrating the
Ba rd's life a nd w orks. Eve1yyear,
festival events attract thou sands of
people of all ages t o Grand Valley's
campuses and t o W est Michigan t o
enj oy th e legacy of Shakespear e.
The Grand Valley community
will hon or th e "silver coron ation"
of the festival with a series of events
beginning in September.

In 1992, President Emeritus
Arend D. Lubbers visited
a Shakes peare Festival at
the University of Colorado.
Following that positive
experience, he decided
that adding more of a
Shakespearean presence
to Grand Valley would
be beneficial to faculty,
students, and the broader
community.
Lubbers turned to Iva
Soljan , professor of English
and notable Shakespeare
scholar, in 1993 to create the
"Shakespeare Society."
"My original idea was that
we should have a forum
dedicated and devoted to
Shakespeare's work here at
Grand Valley," said Soljan .

"Our first activity was to
open the Shakespeare
Garden on campus with the
help and planning of Roz
Mayberry, former liberal
studies program coordinator
and assistant professor
of English."
Following a series of
successful events in the
fall of 1993, Soljan teamed
with Roger Ellis, professor
of theater, and Laura
Salazar, professor emerita
of theater, to expand the
society into the Grand Valley
Shakespeare Festival in 1994.
The goal of the festival was
to involve the entire campus
community by adding a
mainstage production , high
school matinees, lecture
by a guest scholar and the
involvement of guest artists
and Grand Valley alumni
from around the world .

Shakespeare Garden

Located outside of Lake Superior Hall,
the Shakespeare Garden was established
in 1993. It features flowers and other
plants referenced in Shakespeare's
plays, a bust sculpture of Shakespeare
and a fountain featuring a sculpture of
the character Puck from 'A Midsummer
Night's Dream.'

A S ILVER C ORONATION
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Mainstage production

"King Lear"
Sept. 28-Oct. 7
As You Like It

*Student Matinees on Oct. 1, 2, 4

Biennial Performance
and Pedagogy Conference

Mainstage
History

Over the years , the festival
has added a Greenshow,
a stude nt competition,
Shakespeare-based
scholarships , a biennial
Shakespeare conference
featuring a Resident
Shakespeare Scholar, and
performances by Bard to Go,
Grand Valley's all-student
touring Shakespeare company.
" Participating in the festival
means the regular opportunity
to enter the laboratory of
live theater performance to
experience the world's greatest
storyteller and humanity's
greatest spokesman in
the arena where he is best
understood ," said Jim Bell,
Shakespeare Festival managing
director. "Times change, but
thoughts about life still often
involve those areas of life
that Shakespeare's plays
and characters contemplate,
confront and challenge."
Elli s said that he feels the
greatest value of Grand Valley's
Shakespeare Festival is its
broad appeal across campus.
"Over the decades it has
brought together students and

"My Crown is
My Heart, Not
on my Head"
Sept.27-28
faculty from many academic
disciplines; and has tapped the
interest and support of many
individuals and institutions in
the local community," said Ellis.
"This means that Shakespeare
is definitely not a museumpiece, but a highly relevant and
exciting artist whom many turn
to even now in our digital age,
and amidst the many troubling
social issues we confront in our
global era ."
Lubbers recalled that he
believed the Shakespeare
Festival would become
one of Grand Valley's most
distinguished programs.
And, he was right.
"On its 25th anniversary, its
founders and perpetuators can
make that claim ," said Lubbers.
"Students, faculty, audiences
and participants from inside
and outside the university by
the hundreds, even thousands ,
have felt the impact of
Shakespeare's singular talent.
We all like success stories and
this is one of our own, and we
can feel justified pride."

*Keynote address (open to public)
by Michael LoMonico, Resident
Shakespeare Scholar: Sept. 28

"Defy the Stars"
Oct.3-7
*Oct. 7 Festival Alumni Picnic

Bard to Go

Twelfth Night
School tours:
Oct. 12, 19, 26, Nov. 2
*Public performances will take
place Sept. 29 and Oct. 7 during
ArtPrize, andNovember3.
Greenshow

Family Weekend
Sept.21-22

Grand Valley
Renaissance Festival
Sept.22-23

Outside Haas Center
Oct. 4 (weather-permitting)
Bard Beyond Borders

An International
Shakespearience
Dec. 2018, Feb. 2019,
April2019

GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE
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Bard to Go
Established in 2001 as a
way to connect secondary
school students to the
works of Shakespeare,
the condensed montage
productions are
performed at individual

BARD BEYOND BORDERS
While the Shakespeare
Festival's presence is certainly
felt on campus , the impact of
the event extends beyond
West Michigan.
More than 30,000 middle
and high school students have
visited Grand Valley to enjoy
the mainstage production
since the festival 's inception.
Thi s year 's play will be "King
Lear" - a tale of a retiring king
who determines through a
series of tests of love how to
divide his kingdom among his
three daughters.
Thi s will bethefirsttime
Grand Valley students perform
"King Lear " for the festival ; the
play was chosen through a poll
given to mainstage audiences
three years ago.
For schools lacking
the means to send their
students to watch the annual
production, Shakespeare
Festival faculty and students
provide a solution: Bard to Go.
Bard to Go travels to
numerous West Michigan area
schoo ls to perform so-minute
plays to accommodate the
length of class periods. The
group additionally offers at
least one public performance
each year.
Every show, which is
generally composed of a
montage of Shakespeare's
plays, is written by Grand
Valley faculty and performed
by only six actors, a concept
known as "S hort Shakespeare."

A Greenshow is a short show meant
to warm up an audience or draw in an
audience. At Grand Valley, students
use Greenshow performances around
campus to raise visibility for the
Shakespeare Festival.

Karen Libman , professor
of theater and Bard to Go
co-founder, said that knowledge
of the works of Shakespeare is
a necessity for any education to
be considered complete.
"The extraordinary writing
ski lls with which Shakespeare
created his accurate portrayals
of human truth have not been
replicated since his death
nearly 400 years ago," said
Libman . "Everyone, regardless
of age, context or background ,
deserves to experience the
relevance of Shakespeare and
the classics in their live s."
Bard to Go's 2018 production
will be a condensed version of
"Twelfth Night," which Libman
called one of Shakespeare's
most popular comedies.
Traveling and performing
internationally is also a
recurring experience for Bard
to Go students. The troupe's
first trip was in 2005 to Jamaica
and since then, students have
performed in Italy, China,
Canada, the Bahamas and
the Czech Republic.
This year, an international
Shakespearian presence
will travel to the Allendale
Campus instead of Grand
Valley students venturing out
around the world.

A S IL V ER CORO NATION

13

CAMPUS NEWS

The "Bard Beyond
Borders: An International
Shakespearience" series will
feature performances by
Shakespeare companies from
around the world , including
ensembles from Bangladesh
and the Bahamas.

WILLPOWER
Elementary-aged children
also have the opportunity to
gain exposure to Shakespeare
through the Will Power
Summer Camp for Kids . The
camp, in conjunction with the
Shakespeare Festival , focuses
on developing creativity
and expanding campers'
imaginations through the
process of drama.
Using the works of
Shakespeare, campers learn
about theater concepts and
storytelling through activities
such as games, stage combat
and improvisation centered on
the Bard's plays.
Libman developed the
camp in 2012 after visiting
other Shakespeare festivals

Will Power Summer Camp
Karen Libman developed the
Will Power Summer Camp for
Kids in 2012 as a way to expose
elementary-aged children to the
works of Shakespeare.
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to conduct interviews and
observe educational programs
during a sabbatical. Since
Grand Valley did not have
a Shakespeare program for
young children at the time, she
worked to change that.
"I thought that we could
serve the community and
also serve our Grand Valley
students and help them with
their education and their
careers by giving them the
opportunity to be counselors
and administrative assistants
as part of this program," said
Libman. "Shakespeare appeals
to everyone and age is not a
factor that keeps folks from
understanding his work. There
is nothing like seeing a 7-yearold talk about how 'Hamlet' is
her favorite play."

DEFY THE STARS
Grand Valley faculty strive
to remain connected to the
hundreds of alumni who have
previously participated in
Shakespeare Festival events.
In fact, many alumni
have returned to campus as
performers, directors, stage
managers, designers and
technicians to contribute to
the festival's activities and
performances.
For the festival 's 25th
anniversary, Scott Watson, '09,
has been commissioned to
write an original play called
" Defy the Stars."
Inspired by true events, the
play centers around Ryfka
Horn , a famous GermanJewish actress, who is trapped
in the Westerbork Transit
camp in July 1942. Because a
full train of prisoners is sent
from Westerbork to Auschwitz
every week, Horn convinces
the commander of the camp to
stage a production of " Romeo
and Juliet" in order to avoid
deportation for herself and
her cast.
While at Grand Valley,
Watson was heavily involved
in the Shakespeare Festival,
having performed in
productions of "Hamlet," "A
Midsummer Night's Dream ,"
and "Cymbeline." He also

toured with Bard to Go for a
time and served as the festival's
student liaison in 2008.
Currently acting in the
long-running off-Broadway
show "Drunk Shakespeare" in
New York City, Watson said that
his time at Grand Valley set the
stage for his professional career.
"Shakespeare's works are
produced by professional
theaters around the world
and having a particular focus
in Shakespeare, as well as a
solid academic and practical
knowledge of how to delve
into his plays and characters,
gave me a huge advantage as
a professional actor," Watson
explained. "GVSU gave me so
many opportunities to be on
stage and in rehearsals where

Alumni Scott Watson during
the 2008 production of "A

I was given the creative
freedom to make bold
choices , to fail , to learn from
my mistakes, and grow as
a performer."
Watson said that he felt
honored when asked by
Grand Valley faculty to write
something specifically for
the festival.
"It's been a wonderful
driving force to create
something special ," said
Watson. "Theater is always
magic and writing the play
is always the beginning, so
I can't wait to learn more
about the play through
the talents of the actors,
producers and creative team
that will help bring it to life."
For more information
about the Shakespeare
Festival and its 25th
anniversary events, visit
gvsu .edu/shakes

The Tempest

Nancy Bell contributed to this article
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STUDENT SERVICES BUILDING
TO BE NAMED FOR
DON AND NANCY LUBBERS
The Student Services
Building on the
Allendale Campus
will be named for
President Emeritus
Arend D. "Don"
Lubbers and Nancy
Lubbers on August 24.
Recognizing their
generous financial
support for students
and profound influence
on the university, the
building will be named
the Arend and Nancy
Lubbers Student
Services Center.
Recently, the
couple created the
Don and Nancy
Lubbers Opportunity
Scholarship, which
helps attract students
with high academic
achievement from
working families who
do not qualify for other
government aid. The
scholarship aims to
widen the pathway to
graduation without
burdensome debt.
President Thomas J.
Haas said the couple's
generous support shows
their love for students
and the university is
still strong. "It is only
fitting that the building
in which prospective
and current students
can find so much
support in one location
be named in their
honor," Haas said.
Don and Nancy came
to West Michigan in
1969 when Don was
elected Grand Valley's
second president.
Before coming to Grand
Valley, he had already
distinguished himself

GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE

Don and Nancy Lubbers on
August 24.

by becoming the youngest college
president in the nation at age 29, when
he served as the president of Central
College in Pella, Iowa. When he stepped
down as president of Grand Valley in
2001, he had the longest tenure of any
university president in the country at
32years.
During the couple's years at Grand
Valley, the university experienced
tremendous growth. They led the
way for the creation of the Robert
C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus, the
Meijer Holland Campus, the Traverse
City Regional Center, the Robert B.
Annis Water Resources Institute in
Muskegon and the Cook-DeVos Center
for Health Sciences on the Medical
Mile in downtown Grand Rapids.
The pair was instrumental in
initiating and growing Grand Valley's
nationally recognized study abroad
program and the university's expansive
art collection, as well as academic
programs such as engineering, nursing,
health professions and business.
The Lubbers Student Services
Center houses several departments
including Admissions, Financial Aid,
Dean of Students Office, and Registrar's
Office, as well as a newly added
reception area and two rooms that
will be used to meet with prospective
students and their families.
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Finkelstein Hall called
a 'game changer'
for students
President Thomas J. Haas said Raleigh
J. Finkelstein Hall is both an example of
what deep collaboration can accomplish
and a game changer for students
studying health sciences.
Haas made the remarks during a July 17 dedication
ceremony for Finkelstein Hall, celebrating the expansion of
Grand Valley's health campus in downtown Grand Rapids.
The five-story, 84,000-square-foot building, which opened
for classes in May, is located at 500 Lafayette Ave., across
I-196 and north of Grand Valley's Cook-DeVos Center for
Health Sciences. Finkelstein Hall has 16 teaching labs,
90 faculty and staff offices and was awarded LEED®Gold
certification by the U.S. Green Building Council.
During the ceremony, Haas thanked Finkelstein, the lead
donor, the 1,100 donors who supported the facility, along
with Neighbors of Belknap Lookout and Grand Rapids city
commissioners for making the expansion a reality.
"The addition of Finkelstein Hall on our expanding health
campus will allow us to better meet the growing needs of this
community," Haas said. "West Michigan depends on Grand
Valley's health science graduates and we are committed to
providing top quality care in our region and state."

Raleigh J. Finkelstein (center),

·i r----------"'-""""'-i======I

un ivers ity and commun ity
leaders cut a ribbon at the

"Happy decision
day everyone!
So excited to be
#GVSUBound
in the fall! Jr
#AnchorUp
@G SU"
Emily

On National College Decision Day,
which took place May 1, high school
seniors across the country shared their
excitement for reaching an important
milestone in their lives: getting
accepted into college.
Finkelstein Hall will provide
a home for occupational therapy,
therapeutic recreation, speechlanguage pathology, sonography,
public health, and allied
health programs that require
intensive interactive learning
spaces and the room to work as
interprofessional teams.
"I am grateful for the
opportunity to help make
this expansion happen," said
Finkelstein. "Quality health care
is vital and very personal to me."
Finkelstein then mentioned the
early deaths of his two sons
and that his daughter has
muscular dystrophy.
Joe Jones, Grand Rapids
Second Ward city commissioner,
quoted Coretta Scott King
who said the greatness of a
community can be measured by
the compassionate actions of
its members.
"I want to thank Grand Valley
for the wisdom to listen, for
empathy and discernment," said
Jones. "We all worked together
from the beginning to create a
greater sense of community. Our
membership has expanded to
include Grand Valley."

Lucy Finkel graduated from
Grand Valley in 2005with a
bachelor's degree in music.
After working as an opera
singer in New York, she has
returned to Grand Valley and
is currently a speech-language
pathology graduate student.
"Grand Valley is allowing me
to merge both ofmy passions,"
said Finkel. "I have a love for
the human voice and a love to
help others find theirs. The
collaborative spaces in this
new building and the
compassionate faculty will help
me pay it forward by becoming
a skilled clinician."
Grand Valley will celebrate
the continued expansion of
its health campus in October
during a groundbreaking
ceremony for a third health
building - the Center for
Interprofessional Health. The
building will be right next to
the Cook-DeVos Center for
Health Sciences on Michigan
Street, along the Medical Mile
in downtown Grand Rapids.

"I will be attending
Grand Valley State
University in the
fall of 2018! I will be
majoring in film and
video production!
LakerUp! Jr"

"Most of you
probably know,
but/ am glad
to make it
official. I will
be attending
@GVSUinthe
fall to major in
legal studies.
#AnchorUp
#GVSUBound"

ARTWORK BY ARMY VETERAN TO BE
DISPLAYED ON CAMPUS DURING ARTPRIZE

Couple increases
scholarships to
studentsfrom
workingfamilies
Hundreds of students at
Grand Valley will get a
financial boost thanks to the
generosity of a Detroit area
couple and their foundation.
Bob and Ellen Thompson are
increasing their investment in
student success by expanding
the Thompson Working Family
Scholarship Program, aimed
at helping students who come
from families who, despite
working hard, cannot fund a
child's college education.
They began the Thompson
Working Family Scholarship
Program (TWFS) at Grand
Valley in 2011 with 15 students
receiving $3,000 each year of
their four-year program. More
students were added each
year. In 2017, an accelerated
phase of the program began.
The Thompsons requested
Grand Valley increase the
number of students getting the
scholarship, and they added
other colleges to the list as well.
Grand Valley is now
selecting 100 incoming firstyear students and 25 Michigan
community college transfer
students to receive $5,000 each
year for four years, and the
number of student recipients
will continue to grow.

For more information,
visit gvsu.edu/scholarships.

After retiring from the U.S. Army in
2015 following 17 years of service,
Kimberly Walker began searching for
her voice as an artist. She found it in the
form of sharing stories of sexual assault
in the military.
Walker, an Ohio-based artist, was
selected during an ArtPrize Pitch Night
in May to become the sole artist to display
artwork at Grand Valley's Eberhard Center
during ArtPrize, September 19-October 7.
ArtPrize Pitch Night events provide
artists in five different cities an opportunity
to present to judges an idea for a piece
of artwork that would be on display at a
high-profile venue in Grand Rapids during
ArtPrize. The selected artists each receive
a $5,000 grant to bring their ideas to life.
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Two falcon chicks were
born in early May in a
nesting box installed on the
roof of the Eberhard Center
on the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus, adding more
numbers to the diminished
population in the state.
On May 24, a team from
the Michigan Department
ofN atural Resources
banded the falcons.
Banding birds with unique
identification numbers
creates opportunities to
study migration, behavior,
social structures, life-span,
population growth, survival
rate and more in various
classes ofbirds.
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Walker's piece, "Locked and Loaded,"
will consist of 46 military-issue duffle bags
representing 46 cases of sexual assault in the
military. Walker said through her research
she discovered that none of the cases were
disclosed to the general public.
Walker said displaying her piece at Grand
Valley will give her an expedited opportunity
to spread her message.

Endangeredfalcon chicks
banded at Eberhard Center
The peregrine falcon is
listed as an endangered
species in the State of
Michigan but might not be
for much longer.
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The two peregrine falcon
parents made the nesting
box their home last year
after the box had been
uninhabited since being
installed in 2009 by Todd
Aschenbach, professor
ofbiology, and a team
of students.

•

Challenge Scholars participate
in a small group discussion
during a summer camp on the
Allendale Campus.
(Valerie Wojciechowski)

STUDENTS WILL
RESEARCH
PARKINSON'S,
ANTIBIOTIC
RESISTANCE

CHALLENGE SCHOLARS
EXPERIENCE COLLEGE LIFE
Eleventh graders from Union High
School in Grand Rapids got a glimpse
into the life of a college student when
they attended a new summer camp in
June at Grand Valley.
The students are members of the first
cohort of Challenge Scholars, a program
established in 2012 to prepare, encourage
and provide resources for Grand Rapids
Public Schools students to attend college.
The program is facilitated by Grand Rapids
Community Foundation with support
from area colleges.
During the camp, more than 20 students
lived the life of a Grand Valley student
by attending classes, exercising at the
Recreation Center and sleeping in a
living center.
Tatianna Servantes said the
experience made her excited to attend
college. She plans to major in graphic
design or psychology.
"I want to stay in Michigan after
high school, and I'm leaning toward
attending Grand Valley," she said. "I really
like it here. I've enjoyed experiencing
college life and learned a lot about how to
prepare for college."

Queanna Jackson, who wants to
become an actress or medical
professional, said she plans to transfer
to Grand Valley after attending Grand
Rapids Community College for a
few years.
The camp was organized by Grand
Valley's Pathways to College Office.
Director Bobby Jo Springer said
students left camp feeling motivated to
attend college.
"That's the goal," he said. "We want
these students to be able to dive into
college life and leave knowing the
possibilities and support that Grand
Valley has to offer."
The Challenge Scholars program
begins with sixth-grade students at
Harrison Park School and Westwood
Middle School. Students who complete
program requirements and graduate
from Union High School receive a Last
Dollars scholarship from Grand Rapids
Community Foundation. In 2013, Grand
Valley partnered with GRCF to create
a new scholarship for GRPS students,
offering them the opportunity to attend
and succeed in college.
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Two students selected for the
rigorous Beckman Scholars
Program will conduct research
projects centered on advancing a
treatment for Parkinson's disease
and discovering novel ways to
fight antibiotic resistance.
Sophomores Erin Fish and Gage
Paul will each receive $21,500
to conduct 15-month research
projects under the guidance of
faculty mentors. The national
undergraduate research program
is funded by the Arnold and Mabel
Beckman Foundation; Grand Valley
was selected in 2017 to participate
in the program for three years.
Fish is a native of Allen Park,
majoring in biochemistry; her
mentor is Brad Wallar, professor
of chemistry. Paul is from Grand
Rapids and is a double-major in
cell and molecular biology, and
biomedical sciences; his mentor is
Sok Kean Khoo, associate professor
of cell and molecular biology
and co-director of the Beckman
Scholars Program.
Paul spent five months
developing his research proposal
before submitting his Beckman
Scholars application. "The fact
that we are responsible for our own
projects is amazing. I'll be working
with what I designed and be able to
see the scientific process in action,"
he said.
Both Fish and Paul said this
program will help them decide
whether to pursue research studies
or medical school after graduating
from Grand Valley.

BRIEFS
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Wrestler trains to follow mom's
path to Olympic judo team
STOR Y B Y M ICHELE CO FFILL I PH OTO BY VALERIE WOJC IECHOWS KI

For someone who got a
relatively late start in
wrestling, senior Haran
Bogdanic took to it
quickly and excelled.
During the past three years ,
Bogdanic helped lead Grand
Valley's club wrestling team to
consistent top finishes at the
National Collegiate Wrestling
Association championships ,
won two NCWA Great Lakes
Conference individual titles and
was named to the association's
All-American list three times.
Bogdanic, who is majoring
in supply chain management,
started wrestling as a junior at
Hamtramck High School at the
suggestion of his judo coach.
He began taking judo lessons
in ninth grade as an avenue
to let out aggression. "I was
getting into some trouble during
middle school, so my mom took
me to judo," he said.
Sandra Bogdanic was quite
familiar with the sport. During
the late 1980s and early 'gos ,
she was among the top judokas
in Bosnia and finished third
at the country's Olympic judo
trials in 1988, the year women's
judo was introduced as a
demonstration sport.
Her rise in the sport was
halted as her country moved
closer and closer to war. The
breakup of Yugoslavia and
ensuing conflicts among the
Balkan states forced Sandra

area and began climbing the
ladder at the national level.
He was named state judo
champion in 2014 and has made
the Under-20 All-American
team three times. Last year,
he won his weight class at the
U.S. Open in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida , and placed seventh at
the Pan American Open in the
Dominican Republic.
He said wrestling and judo
are complementary sports.
''.Judo , with its tie-ups , trips and
throws , is a lot like wrestling
from the standing position,"
he said.
Grand Valley wrestling coach
Rick Bolhuis said Bogdanic 's
experience at the elite judo level
has done more than improve
his wrestling techniques.
"Because Ha run has the
level of discipline required for
that level of judo, he knows
how to push himself to improve.
He's also a vocal leader on
the team and able to push his
teammates when they need
extra motivation," Bolhuis said.
Bogdanic trains with judo
clubs in Grand Rapids and
Detroit, and after he graduates
in December, he plans to push
himself further.
"I want to begin training
more and fol low the Olympic
dream of earning a medal,"
he said.
There 's no question which
- country he wou..!£!epresent on a
medal stand: Bogdanic earned
U.S. citizenship last year.

Ha run Bogdanic trains
with a judo partner at
Grand Rapids Catholic
Central, where Bogdanic
helps coach the high
school wrestling team.

GRANDVA~ L:.EY.
WRESTLING
The p rogram will c~elel:irate its 50th anniversary:
(1968-2018) during an alumni dinne r. and fund raising
. event September 29 at the Eberhard Center on tlie

P.ew Grand· Rapids CamfJUS . Fo r. details and to register.
for. the dinner, visit gvsu.edulreclwrestlingso.
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Move over, Mario
Professor invents game to engage stu
practical computing, a skill
set he said many students lack
despite their upbringing in a
Each semester in Szymon
Machajewski's computing
digital world.
course, students set out on a
"Research shows that
students are quite adept at
journey to complete missions
social media, but not when
and fight enemies, such as
it comes to using technology
procrastination and trolls living
in a business setting," he said.
under the Little Mac Bridge.
The students aren't fighting
"In this Intro to Computing
trolls in a literal sense, but
course, I hope to help students
feel good about growing into
the mission is one of several
technology."
scenarios played out in
Machajewski's research on
Machajewski's Introduction to
the impact of gamification led
Computing course (CIS 150).
The course is taken by students
him to develop a short- and
in various majors like business,
long-game theory. He said
in order for gamification to
nursing and engineering to
be effective, the course must
discover the depth of modern
include gameful design of
technology and to learn tools
lectures and thoughtful design
like Excel and Access.
Machajewski, an affiliate
of the semester-long student
journey. Short games include
instructor in the School of
a puzzle or one-minute
Computing and
paper; long-game
Information Systems,
elements include a large
uses a unique
THE HERO'S
project or a student's
teaching pedagogy
JOURNEY
called gamification to
progress throughout the
engage his students.
semester. Near the end
of the semester, students
"I strive to make
.11 call
can use their points in
my teaching a game
to adventure
various ways.
worth playing,"
A NEW SEMESTER
Machajewski said.
His course follows
"Gamificiation is the
the Hero's Journey, a
use of game design
storytelling cycle
.11 m eeting wi,th
elements in nonthat includes a call
a m entor
A PROFESSOR
to adventure (new
game contexts, like
semester), a meeting
a college course.
It helps students
with a mentor
(professor) and the
track successes and
.!l.mission'
ASSIGNMENTS
failures, and allows
final conflict (final
exam). To play the
instructors to create
game, his students use
an individual path
Blackboard,
a course
oflearning for their
'1hefinal
conflict '
management system, and
students."
FINAL EXAM
To summarize,
a mobile app designed
playing games helps
by Machajewski. The
app, called CIS150, is
people develop
patent pending and available
critical and cognitive thinking.
Games prepare the mind to
for iPhones and Androids.
The game includes several
learn, he said.
Machajewski uses
elements: missions are extra
gamification to teach
assignments - like an Excel
practice or database project technology concepts and
STOR Y BY LEAH T WILLE Y
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and students earn experience
points when they complete
them, which can be traded for
course privileges. The more
missions students complete,
the more likely Machajewski
will release a new feature,
like the late assignment makeup feature. Students track their
experience points and pieceof-mind points (extra credit)
throughout the semester on
the app.
"I try to keep the game as far
away from the actual grades as
possible." he said. "That way,
grades are just milestones and
not the actual goal, which is
to feel like you've learned and
accomplished something by
the end of the semester. The
different features make the
course fun for the instructor
and students since engagement
is reciprocal in nature."
Machajewski's interest in
gamification stems from his
experience with Robert BadenPowell's scouting method to
create games and hands-on
activities for the exploration of
new skills without the focus on
traditional lecturing.
"I felt so engaged when I
was on a mission to earn a new
badge. There were failures and

accomplishments, but I was
learning while not realizing I
was learning. Earning a badge
was all about playing a game to
learn new skills, demonstrate
them and show improvement,"
he said.
Machajewski, from Poland,
has been recognized for his
work in gamification. In
2016, he was selected by
Blackboard as a winner of the
Most Inclusive Classrooms
in the U.S. Contest. In 2017,
he was named a recipient
of a Blackboard Catalyst
Award for the CIS150 course
in the Exemplary Courses
category. Several colleagues at
Northwestern University and
the University of Illinois are
using Machajewski's game in
their introductory courses.
He said playing games builds
empathy. Jane McGonigal, a
leader in gamification research,
found that people who play
games tend to display the best
of themselves.
"They are more likely to help
others, sacrifice themselves
and build connections.
Basically, playing games is good
for us," Machajewski said.

RESEARCH
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Spotlighting the arts
16th annual celebration offers gifts ofpoetry,
music, dance, art and more during sixfree events
STORY BY MATTHEW MAKOWSKI

1he arts have the power
to connect us, resonate
within us, spark change
and encourage positive
growth. 1hey have
the ability to delight,
captivate, inspire and
challenge perspectives
about the world.
For the past 15 years , West
Michigan audiences have
enjoyed a series of six free
events every fa II at Grand Valley
that celebrate the positive
impact of the arts. Since its
inception, Fall Arts Celebration
has shined the spotlight on
some of the world's foremost
writers , poets, musicians,
dancers, artists and scholars.
During this year's Fall Arts
Celebration , audiences will
have the opportunity to explore
the mysteries of Mars, listen
to variations of Italian street
songs, enjoy the rhythm and
artistic nature of Afri can dance,
contemplate the idea that
business and art are changing
each other, and much more.
President Thomas J. Haas said
these events are offered as gifts
to the local community that has
supported the evolution of the
university.
" Each year, these six diverse
and free events provide us with
the opportunity to thank the
West Michigan community
for its continued support of
the performing arts at Grand
Valley, and the university as
a whole ," said Haas. "The arts
lift us up, make us think and
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provide an endless variety of entertainment
and enrichment, and we hope others will
join us in celebrating the richness of the
worlds of poetry, dance, art, music and more
this fall."

ART

Mars: Astronomy
and Culture
August 24-0ctober 31;
Reception: September 13 from 5-7 p.m.
• The exhibit brings together more than
100 photographs, drawings, movie
posters, book covers and video
projections related to Mars.
• Mars is the only planet in the solar system
that could be made to support human life.
• A virtual reality simulator in the GVSU
Art Gallery will provide visitors with an
immersive experience on the Red Planet.
• Exhibit will also feature Martian-themed
toys and collectibles from a private
collection based in Chicago.
• Part of the exhibition will be hosted at
the Center Art Gallery at Calvin College
as well as the Holland Museum, located
in Holland, Michigan.
Th is exh ibition was curat ed by Pasadena Arts Coun cil
fo r t h e Will ia m son Gallery, Art Center Co llege of Design,
Pasa d en a, Califo rnia. It is a project of the Pasa dena Arts
Council's EMERGE Fisca l Spon sorsh ip Program .

MUSIC

An Italian Journey: Tesla
Quartet Performs
Tchaikovsky's Souvenir
de Florence
September 17 at 7:30 p.m.
• Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky's love of Italy
inspired his String Sextet in D Minor,
Op. 70 Souvenir de Florence.
• Tchaikovsky, cherished as a master
composer of symphonies and ballets,
infused this piece with well-known
Italian street songs and melodies.

S U MM E R 20 18

• Formed at The Julliard School in 2008,
members of the Tesla Quartet
include Ross Snyder (violin), Michelle Lie
(violin), Edwin Kaplan (viola) and Serafim
Smigelskiy (cello).
• The quartet has won numerous prizes
and awards at international competitions,
including the 2012 Fischoff National
Chamber Music Competition, 2012
London International String Quartet
Competition, and 2013 Bordeaux
International String Quartet Competition.
• Grand Valley music faculty members
Pablo Mahave-Veglia (cello) and Paul
Swantek (viola) will join the quartet for
Souvenir de Florence.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
LECTURE

William
Deresiewicz,
Ph.D.: What is
Art in the
21st Century?
October 1 at 7:30 p.m.
• Deresiewicz's presentation
will explore how business
and the arts are changing
each other as more companies
desire creative employees.
• The presentation will build
upon Deresiewicz's viral essay
for The Atlantic, "The Death of
the Artist - and the Birth of
the Creative Entrep reneur."
• Deresiewicz is an awardwinning essayist and critic ,
and the best-selling author
of Excellent Sheep: The
Miseducation of the American
Elite and the Way to a
Meaningful Life.
• His work has appeared in The
New York Times, The Atlantic,
Harper's Magazine,
The Nation, The New Republic,
The American Scholar and
The London Review of Books.

POETRY

An Evening of Poetry and
Conversation with Ada
Limon and Carl Phillips
October 18 at 7:30 p.m.
• " If Phillips is the more somber voice of
the two poets, his words are still lit by
brief moments of intensity and beauty.
Lim6n's relaxed , seemingly casual voice
dazzles with precision and directness."
- Patricia Clark, professor of writing and
Poet-in-Residence at Grand Valley.
ADA LIMON

• Limon is the author of five books of
poetry, including The Carrying (2018) and
Bright Dead Things (2015).

Celebrating Holiday Splendor:
Craig Jessop Conducts The Many
Moods of Christmas
December 3 at 7:30 p.m.
• Renowned choral conductor Craig Jessop will lead
the GVSU Arts Chorale and local high school students
in this musical holiday celebration featuring Robert
Shaw's The Many Moods of Christmas.
• The Many Moods of Christmas showcases the
timeless secular and sacred music of 18 traditional
carols combined with melodies from composers
such as Handel , Bizet and Bach.
• Jessop is a professor of music and founding dean of
the Caine College of Arts at Utah State University.
• He is the former director of the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir and led the ensemble as the featured conductor
for the opening ceremonies of the 2002 Winter
Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah.

• The Carrying was named "One of the Most
Anticipated Books of 2018" by NPR.
CARL PHILLIPS

• Phillips is the author of 14 books of poetry,
including Wild Is the Wind (2018) and
Reconnaissance (2015).
• A four-time finalist for the National Book
Award , Phillips ' honors include the Los
Angeles Times' Book Prize for Poetry, the
Kingsley Tufts Award and fellowships from
the Guggenheim Foundation, Library
of Cong ress and Academy of
American Poets.

For more information about Fall Arts
Celebration, visit the website , or see the
back cover for details and .locations.

gvsu.edulfallarts

DANCE

Kariamuand
Company: Traditions A Celebration of
African Dance
November 12 at 7:30 p.m.
• Kariamu Welsh is a Guggenheim Awardwinning dance scholar, choreographer
and professor of dance in the Boyer
College of Music and Dance at
Temple University.
• She is the founder of Umfundalai
technique, a contemporary African dance

technique based on traditional ideas from
Africa and throughout the African
Diaspora that she has been developing for
the past 40 years.
• Umfundalai seeks to articulate the
essence of African-oriented movement
while highlighting the cultural and
aesthetic continuity found in the rhythm
and artistic sensibilities of African dance.
• Welsh said one of her responsibilities as
an artist is to tell the stories, myths,
legends and histories of the marginalized,
invisible, forgotten and oppressed.

OFF THE PATH

Twins, multiples
'Double their Laker Effect'
STORY BY MICHELE COFFILL I PHOTO BY VALERIE WOJCIECHOWSKI

Paul and Joe Lucchese bantered back
andforth about who is the better looking
brother. Joe said, "It's me!" But when you
and your brother are identical twins,
who's right?
The Luccheses, from Grosse Pointe, were among the
students and alumni who celebrated family during
"Twin+ Day," held April 15 in the Fieldhouse Arena on the
Allendale Campus.
There were 117 sets of twins, five sets of triplets
and one set of quadruplets enrolled at Grand Valley during
the 2018-2019 academic year. Laker alumni twins
number 350.
Sixty-five people doubled their Laker Effect at the event,
held during an unusually late spring ice storm. The
Galati quads came with their parents from Grosse Ile,
185 miles away.
Lorenzo Galati said h e and his three sisters
decided to come to Grand Valley together
"because it had everything we wanted." Nina
joked it was easier on their parents to
have one college move-in day, rather than four.
Jacqueline and Elizabeth Leonard Labadie,
from Farmington Hills, are identical twins
and also portray twins in TV shows and
films, including a Sony Pictures movie,
"Crowning Jules," released last fall.
Jacqueline said they decided to come to
Grand Valley together because of the size of the
campus and the resources offered. "Everything here
seems to set students up for success," she said.
Briauna and Brittany Taylor graduated from Grand
Valley in 2015 with degrees in nursing and business,
respectively. They played varsity basketball and softball
together and were part of an entrepreneurial team that
created an electric sit-to-stand device to lift patients
by their hips.
Briauna said she still occasionally pulls the "twin
trick" on people. "Sometimes I'll pretend that I'm
Brittany, unless they say something really specific,
and I'll say, 'You know what, I don't know who you
are,"' she said.
Carter Harrison, from Grosse Pointe Farms, said it
was fun to be surrounded by multiples at the event. "Not
a lot of people know what it's like to be a twin, so it's fun
to be in a whole room of people who know the ins and
outs of being a twin," he said.
The first Twin Day at Grand Valley was held in 2014,
when there were 103 sets of twins on campus.

Hear more from
twin s in a video
po sted online
at gvsu.edu/
gvmagazine.

Loren.zo,Lea,Santlna
and Nina Galatl,
Grosse lie

Laker twins and multiples celebrate family in the
Fieldhouse on the Allendale Campus, anchoring the
line are Louie the Laker and President Thomas J. Haas.
GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE
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Daily puzzles
Discovering the patterns ofstudents andfaculty
STORY BY DOTTIE BARNES I PHOTOS BY AMANDA PITTS

What does this mean? Is the project
on track? How is my idea working?
These are the types of questions Philip
Batty answers during the course of
a day. And, he's happy to research
the answers.
As director of Institutional Analysis, he investigates
patterns and studies data about students, faculty
members and courses offered at the university information like enrollment history, degrees granted or
statistics about an incoming class of students.
This repository of information is key in shaping and
supporting the university's strategic plan. Batty said his
core mission hasn't changed since he arrived at Grand
Valley in 2004: to study what students want and learn
more about who they are.
You recently gave a presentation to the Grand Valley
community about student trends. What type of
information did you share?

We talked about ways to better prepare, support and
guide students to success. We talked about the value of
a bachelor's degree, the facts of student retention and
how to connect students to campus resources.
What is the value of a degree?
On average, a bachelor's degree has an estimated net
value of more than $370,000. But, there are other
benefits. College graduates identify themselves as
happier and healthier than those with some college. We
also know college graduates contribute more volunteer
time and charitable donations per capita.
What are some of the things we know about
Grand Valley students?

We know they are qualified to be here, both in terms of
admissions qualifications and in their disposition to
academic work. Most (92 percent) are from Michigan.
About 60 percent are female and 17 percent are
students of color. Most come to Grand Valley with a
major in mind, but about one-quarter begin without
a declared major and most will change majors at
least once.
What do you enjoy about studying numbers
and patterns?

I've always been interested in quantitative analysis
and understanding statistical relationships. It's like
doing puzzles. People come to you with a problem and
you have to figure out if you can offer a solution. And,
frequently I can't ifl don't have the data. But I can give
context to certain data to see ifit fits their need. For
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Philip Batty, director of
Institutional Analysis

now, that's what prevents me
from being replaced by
a computer.
Expand on that - the skill
you have over a computer.

It's important to understand
how the data was collected and
whyitwas collected. It suited
one purpose but it doesn't mean
it suits my analytic purpose
later. I can give it context.
For example, there are
great potential uses for G IS
(geographic information
systems) methods for
understanding students
and their needs. I get a lot
ofrequests for information
about students who live in
a particular city, zip code or
other geographic area. Today's
undergraduate students don't
remember a world in which
people needed to know your
address to communicate with
you. Grades, bills and important
messages are all available
electronically. So, what
motivation does a student have
to tell the university where they
live? They tell us where they
live when they first apply to
GVSU, and, of course, we know
if they live in campus housing,
but beyond that, address data
is definitely hit-or-miss, and
failing to understand that can
create a pretty misleading
picture of our students.

Have you always done this type of work?
Been a "stats guy?"

Well, I have the personality of a stats
guy. Or at least I think my job suits an
introverted personality. Not all stats people
are introverted.
I originally wanted to be an epidemiologist.
I was studying Latin American public
health in graduate school and I realized I
wasn't passionate about it. So, I got a job
doing statistical research at a state public
health department conducting research on
births and deaths. That work was similar
to what I do now - using records to track
people from an early event to a later event
and then doing research on that.
What is your typical day like?

I spend halfof my day working on planned
projects and the other half taking care of
requests that come in. The content of what
I study is mostly in three pots: students,
courses and faculty. Students are the
largest part. I get questions about how
popular a certain course is or how effective
it is - for example, how many students
pass, how many change majors or how
students do in subsequent courses.
You were able to provide our office with
stats on the number of twins enrolled at
Grand Valley (117 sets of twins, five sets of
triplets and one set of quadruplets). How
did you do that?

That is an example of something we don't
automatically track, but my colleague,
Rachael Passarelli, found a way to answer
your question. We looked at students with
the same birthday and checked for shared
next-of-kin names and address histories.
(See page 26.)

How long do most projects take?

0

Philip Batty investigates patterns and studies
data about students, faculty members and courses.
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Community
Outreach Week
Community Outreach Week truly
demonstrates what it means to be a
Laker for a Lifetime. No matter where
Lakers are in their Grand Valley journey
- student, alumni, or faculty or staff
member - they can participate. 2018
was record setting: a record number
of regional alumni clubs hosted events
and more students volunteered than
ever before.
During the week of March 24-30, more
than 700 volunteers participated. The
largest event, hosted by the Young
Alumni Council on the Allendale Campus,
had 50 alumni and students working
together on projects benefiting six
local nonprofits.

SEIDMAN
COLLEGE AT
STEEPLETOWN
11 volunteers

h elp ed w ith
spring clea ning
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volunteers
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A WIDER CIRCLE
Seven alumni sorted

donations on March 31.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH WEEK 2018

68

1800

PROJECTS

HOURS

10
STATES
GRAND
RAPIDS

Ml

700
VOLUNTEERS

12
CITIES

COVENANT RETIREMENT HOME
Seven volunteers played Wii Bowling with residents

of the Covenant Retirement Home on March 24.

STORVTIME
BOOK PREP
2 1 volunteers

from the
Co llege of
Education
sorted and
prepared books
for Storytime
in the Park on
March 26
and 28.
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But wait, there 's more! Visit gvs u.edulcowlp hotos to see a// the projects Lake rs tackled th is year.

ALUMNI EVENTS

As Lakers for a Lifetime,
we gather to catch up
with oldfriends and
make new ones, to serve
our communities and
current students, and
to give back to Grand
Valley. Events take place
throughout the year and
across the country.

\ New in August!

UPCOMING EVENTS
ALL SPORTS ALUMNI
CHAPTERS TAILGATE

September 22
BASEBALL ALUMNI
CHAPTER GOLF
OUTING

September 22
IRWIN ATHLETIC
HALL OF FAME
DINNER & INDUCTION
CEREMONY

October5
HOMECOMING

October5-6
CLASSOF1968
GOLDEN REUNION

October5-7
GRADFEST

November 28-29
For additional events
and information,
visit gvsu.edu/
alumni/events.
Events are
subject to change.

,;f ~View more alumni event photos at gvsu.edu/alumni/photos.
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Giving Hearts
Terry, '70, and Sandra, '68, Allen
INTERVIEWED BY AMY BROSS, '00 I PHOTO BY AMANDA PITTS

Terry, '70, and Sandra, '68, Allen have a long
history with Grand Valley and with each other.
They married in 1969 after meeting as students
on campus.
The Allens established the
First Generation Diversity
Scholarship, which assists
students who are the first in
their families to attend college.
They see it

as an opportunity

to give back, support the
university, and support students
who will go on to make positive
impacts

as engaged citizens.

The Allens, now retired and
living in Zeeland, are Alumni
Champions, committed to
supporting the university and
sharing the excitement and
momentum of Grand Valley with
their fellow alumni, encouraging
them to play a more active role
in the support of students.

How did you two meet?
Sandra: We met at Grand
Valley in Dr. Glenn Niemeyer's
2oth Century American History
course. Our first date was on
the night of the final exam .
We were married in Jenison in
August 1969. I am a member
of Grand Valley's second class
('68) and Terry is a member of
the fourth class ('70).

How were you introduced

to Grand Valley?
Terry: I found out about Grand
Valley from my high school
guidance counselor, and took
a trip to Allendale in 1966.
After looking around , I went
into the auditorium in Lake
Superior Hall and heard a brief
address from then-President
Zumberge. He was youthful
and full of enthusiasm for
the college and its prospects.

I caught and shared his
excitement. A career officer
from the State Department
also spoke. I was impressed
that this new school had
attracted such an informative
and high-placed guest. I
applied and was accepted .

Terry, you worked for Church
World Service. Talk about
your experiences.
Terry: Church World Service is a
relief and development agency; I
worked for them from 1978-1980
and from 2005-2011 . My first
stint was as a regional director,
working to organize community
events and raise funds and
awareness around hunger,
primarily through CROP Hunger
Walks in the Pacific Northwest.
Working as the director of
communityfundraising in my
second stint with CWS had me
in charge of a wide-ranging
network of regional offices and
staff throughout the U.S.

Sandra, how did your time at
Grand Valley impact your work
as an elementary teacher?
Sandra: Grand Valley did not
have an education major back
then , so I was a social studies
group major, with emphasis on
history, even though I planned
to teach elementary. I learned
critical thinking and writing
skills, which were important
throughout my career.
Meeting the individual needs
of each student was always a
challenge, but rewarding.

What do you like to
do in Grand Rapids?
Sandra: Growing up in
Grandville, Grand Rapids was

very different, since it had three
major department stores. My
sister, mom and I would take the
bus downtown and spend the
day there. Now that Terry and
I are back in the area , we are
re-learning Grand Rapids.
Terry: We became members
of the Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies since
moving here from Suttons Bay
and are impressed at the variety
of speakers and topics. The
Wheelhouse series also brings
in a good variety of leaders for
more informal remarks.

Grand Valley has been
through many changes since
you were students. What are
the most positive changes
you've experienced?
Terry: I played on the basketball
team my first two years at Grand
Valley. When I was on the team,
we practiced at the Jenison
Junior High School gym and
played our home games there.
Times have changed.
We have attended Laker men's
and women 's basketball games
at the first-rate Fieldhouse. The
libraries on the Allendale and
Pew Grand Rapids campuses
are quite impressive. Changes
in technology have made
research and writing far easier
to undertake than when we
were students.

You established the
First Generation Diversity
Scholarship. What inspired
you to create this?
Sandra: We know what it's like to
want to do more and to be able
to accomplish more. Sometimes
we all need some extra help. Our
scholarship idea was to support
first-generation college, rising
seniors who might also be
working very hard to stay in
school and support extended
family. A scholarship directed
specifically toward a student
from a diverse background
seemed like a good chance to
help out where help might be
most needed .

Terry: Finishing a degree and
finding rewarding employment
can change a life's direction and
open new possibilities. Perhaps
some of these students can
and will "pass it on " in the years
ahead . It is our intention to see
that this scholarship is endowed
through our participation in
Grand Valley's Gillett Society,
which is part of our estate plan .

What made you decide to
become Alumni Champions?
Sandra: We wanted to give back
to Grand Valley and encourage
others to support the school,
students, and the growing
opportunities for education
and service.

You find it important to give
back to the community.
What has been your greatest
motivation to help others?
Sandra: We really enjoy being
in the position to be able to
give, and enjoy giving more
than receiving. It makes us feel
positive about ourselves and the
possibilities for others. We like
to serve in the communities we
have lived in and make things
better for a 11.

Why do you believe it is
important to give back to
Grand Valley? What would
you say to encourage others
to give back?
Terry: Others supported us and
made it possible for us to have a
wonderful education ; they have
given us the chance to help
Grand Valley grow into what
it has become. An attitude of
gratitude is a very appropriate
response as we give what we
can, and even sacrificially, to
make a similar experience for
others. We are giving more than
money, we are giving hope and
a chance to realize potential
and make a difference in a world
that needs caring , informed
citizens who are engaged and
watchful. If you haven't gotten
around to giving, start now!
It's a good time to make a plan
and get going .

GI V ING

35

ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI PROFILE

The Honorable Judge David Guinn, '94

Finding his passion and paying it forward
STORY BY SUSAN M.K. HOWARD , '10 AND '15 / PHOTO BY BERNADINE CAREY-TUCKER

'1 was hit by a car. I was mad and
I took my anger out on my books,"
said David Guinn, '94.
After being hit by a car during his
first year at Grand Valley, Guinn
dedicated himselfto his studies like
never before, and said he really read
all ofthe books he carried aroundfor
his classes. When he took a required
business law class the semester
following the accident, his studies
kindled a passion for law.
"I had a lawsuit pending against the
person who hit me when I was taking my
first law class," Guinn said. "My professor
was really good, so I bombarded her with
questions. That's where my love of the
law started."
After graduating from Grand Valley
in 1994 with a bachelor's degree in
accounting, Guinn earned a law degree in
1997 from Ohio Northern University. He
then worked as an assistant prosecuting
attorney for Genesee County until May
2017, when Gov. Rick Snyder appointed
him judge for the 67th District Court in
the City of Flint. Guinn handles matters
ranging from parking tickets to preliminary
examinations in felony cases.
Guinn is quick to acknowledge Grand
Valley's role in his success. "My toolbox was
full when I left Grand Valley, and I'm still
using those tools to this day," he said.
Guinn also had praise for three men
from Grand Valley who were especially
helpful in getting him to where he is now:
Don Williams Sr., retired dean of Minority
Affairs and the Multicultural Center,
retired Grand Rapids District Court
Judge Benjamin Logan, and former
roommate Ray Richards, '93, now a
managing partner for a law firm.
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Williams, who was a faculty member at
the time, met with Guinn and his family
while recruiting students on the east side
of Michigan. He not only helped bring
Guinn to Grand Valley, but continued to
be his mentor. Williams was in charge of
what was then called the Minority Business
Education Cohort program, which placed
Guinn with an internship at Amway, giving
him critical corporate experience. Guinn
said that opportunity helped teach him
new skills while he earned money to pay
for college.
Logan agreed to let Guinn job shadow
him, allowing Guinn the opportunity to see
the positive change and impact ajudge can
have on his or her community. Logan also
helped Guinn earn a partial scholarship to
law school and referred him to the Floyd
Skinner Bar Association, which connects
first-year law students of color with
summer clerkships at Grand Rapids firms.
Richards was Guinn's roommate at
Grand Valley who left for law school one
year before Guinn. With a year under
his belt at Ohio Northern University,
Richards helped Guinn acclimate to his
new surroundings by guiding him on
what classes to take and teaching him
how to study at the rigorous level law
school requires.
"Those three men pulled, pushed,
and kicked me to success," laughed
Guinn. "They helped mold and shape
me. I can never pay them back, but I
can pay it forward."
True to his word, Guinn is a mentor to
many young men. A member of the Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity since he was at Grand
Valley, Guinn serves in the fraternity's
mentorship program for eighth-12th
graders. The program offers weekly study
time, one-on-one mentoring, community
service projects, and group workshops
such as Dress for Success and Countdown
to College.
"My parents were teachers. They've
been amazing examples ofleadership and
giving back to their communities," he said.

"They, too, are a large part of my
success and decision to mentor
young men."
Guinn said he believes that
you have to be the change in
the world that you want to
see, a message he repeatedly
emphasizes to his mentees. He
said that the world may take its
time to catch up to you, but sees
that as no reason not to pursue
what you love.
"You have to find your
passion and go for it," Guinn
said. "Grand Valley helped me
find my passion."

About
David Guinn
HOMETOWN

Flint

FAVORITE
QUOTE

"To w h om mu c h
is g ive n, mu ch
is req uired."

FAVORITE
POEM

"Th e Test of a M a n,"
author unknown

LAKER LANDINGS

Share your update!
These Lakers are staying connected
by using our Laker Landings website,
gvsu.edu/lakerlandings, which has replaced
the printed Alumni Updates section.

IN MEMORIAM
Robin L. Bradley

Phyllis C. Schornagel

B.S., 2005, of Mears,
on April 9 , 2018

M.B.A., 1996, of Fennville,
on March 31 , 2018

Jerry G. Bujka

David E. Sheehy

B.S., 1980, M.S.W., 1987,
of Crestview, Florida ,
on May 8 , 201 8

B.S., 1987, of North Mu skegon ,
on May 20, 2018

FrankD. Colegrove

B.S., 1994, of Zeeland,
on May 3, 2018

Bruce A. Sheets
M.Ed., 1981, of Yuma ,
Arizona , on April 15, 2018

Theodore R. Simons
Michelle K. Francisco
BIRTH / ADOPTION

CAREER UPDATE

B.N ., 1993, of Lowell,
on March 30, 2018

Shannon
Cunningham, '07, and
Ethan Cunningham, '08,

Diana Bushman, '99,
and h er business partner
opened The Bakehouse
in Shelby Township.
They offer custom cakes,

Rita N. Franklin

welcomed future
Laker , Finn Patrick
Cunningham, to their
family on April 3, 2018.

cupcakes and other
gourmet treats.

Linda B. Strevy
B.B.A., 1986, of Comstock
Park, on March 4 , 2018

Business Journal.

M.Ed , 1982, of Grand Rapids,
on April 19, 2018

Arthur Vanden Wyngaard

AWARD/ RECOGNITION
Stacy Stout, '03 and '12,
w as recognized as one of
the "50 Most Influential
Women in West Michigan"
by the Grand Rapids

B.A., 1981, of Muskegon ,
on May 20, 2018

Sharon K. Uminski
Alphonso Garth
B.Ph ., 1975, of Saint Paul ,
Minnesota , on April 21 , 2018

0

B.S., 1974, of Wyoming ,
on March 20, 2018

Anne P. Jousma
B.A., 1970, of Grand Rapid s,
on April 14, 2018

B.S., 1982, of Wyoming ,
on April 13, 2018

Peter A. Van Lente
Robert R. Koch
B.S., 1984, of Savoy, Illinois,
on May 6, 2018

B.S., 1978, of Grand Rapids,
on February 28, 2018

Mary Beth Westby

The new GVM website is here!
The redesigned website, gvsu.edulgvmagazine, allows

Steven L. Kuzawa
B.B.A., 1999, of Rockford ,
on May 23, 2018

visitors to easily search articles, share on Facebook and
Twitter and view videos.

O

David E. Winstrom
Jerry D. Lane

gvsu.edu/gvmagazine

B.S., 1972, of Grand Rapid s,
on May 19, 2018

Daniel J. Newton
B.B.A., 1988, of Rockford ,
on May 13, 2018

Lawrence M. Piatek
M.B.A., 1977, of Belmont,
on April 26, 2018
•
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Alumnaspreadssm,les

help Improve advance warning

TRAINING, TRIUMPH,
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B.S., 1974, of Grand Rapid s,
on April 16, 2018

B.Ph ., 1973, of Holland ,
on February 21, 2018

Charles E. Witteveen
B.B.A., 1977, of Grand Rapids,
on April 9 , 2018

THE POWER OF WHAT CAN BE

You know.
The Mptor City has both fueled and felt the power
of the Laker Effect. Many of our students not only
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GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY PRESENTS THE 16TH ANNUAL

FALL ARTS ¥~
CELEBRATION
Enriching the Arts and Humanities in West Michigan

Grand Valley's Fall Arts Celebration features distinguished artists, writers,
poets, musicians, and dancers of our time.
Please join us this fall for inspiring entertainment that is the hallmark of our signature events.

ART

LECTURE

DANCE

Mars: Astronomy and Culture

William Deresiewicz, Ph.D.:
What is Art in the 21st Century?

Kariamu and Company:
Traditions - A Celebration
ofAfrican Dance

EX HIBITION RECEPTION
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 5-7 P.M.
ART GALLERY
THOMAS J . AND MARCIA J. HAAS
CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS
ALLENDALE CAMPUS
EX HIBITION DATES:
AUGUST 24-OCTOBER 31
This exhibition was curated by Pasadena Arts Council for the Williamson Gallery,
Art Center College of Design, Pasadena, California. It is a project of the Pasadena
Arts Council's EMERGE Fiscal Sponso rship Program .

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 7:30 P.M.
L.V. EBERHARD CENTER ,
SECOND FLOOR
ROBERT C. PEW GRAND RAPIDS
CAMPUS

POETRY

MUSIC

An Evening of Poetry and
Conversation with Ada Limon
and Carl Phillips

An Italian Journey:
Tesla Quartet
Performs Tchaikovsky's
Souvenir de Florence

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 7:30 P.M.
L.V. EBERHARD CENTER ,
SECOND FLOOR
ROBERT C. PEW GRAND RAPIDS
CAMPUS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 7:30 P.M.
COOK-DEWITT CENTER
ALLENDALE CAMPUS

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 7:30 P.M.
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE
THOMAS J . AND MARCIA J . HAAS
CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS
ALLENDALE CAMPUS

HOLIDAY
CELEBRATION
Celebrating Holiday Splendor:
CraigJessop Conducts
The Many Moods of Christmas
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 7:30 P.M.
FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH
24 FOUNTAIN STREET NE
GRAND RAPIDS , Ml

For event details and to view a complete list of sponsors, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts or call (616) 331-2185.
MEDIA SPONSOR:

106.9FM & 1300AM

